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YSTUDENTS PLAY THE W

B111Y

Army Officers See in Plan Greatest
Forward Step in the Policy of
National Preparedness

N

\What the College Men in Training at
Plattsburg Are Doing Under Actual

Regular Army Discipline

—
A field mess after a
morning hike.

Above—One of the
companies drilling.

HE 600 college students who are attending the

| military instruction camp at Plattsburg, N, Y.,

came to a keen realization of the fact that

the War Department meant business alinost
8% ~oon #8 they stepped from the boats and trains
that brought them to the camp last Monday. They
found waiting for them one or two spruce officers,
ftudents like themselves, but of more experience in
military life, who marshalled them Into ranks and
marched them to the eamp proper, It was then that
the majority realized that the statement “Milltary
discipline will prevall throughout the duration of the
camp,” printed in the War Department bulletin, was
to be taken lterally,

There 18 no doubt that many of the students came
to the camp with the idea that it was to be one
long good time and that serious work was to be a
secondary matter. That idea was soon dispelled and
It % the universal opinion among the student soldiers
tiat they have put in about as hard a week as could
I neelved

The camp at Plattsburg is one of the four that the
Wor Department |ls eonducting this summer. The
others are at Luddington, Mich,; Chickamauga,
Gia, and the 'residio, San Francisco, The New
np is hy far the largest of the four. In all

t 2,000 students are receiving instruction,

The camps are restricted to college students and
cvoduates up to the age of 20, and to students in the
produating classes of high schools, The ldea Is to
1 voung, educated men so that they wonld be
e of acting as officers of volunteer troops |if
sorvices were necded, The training given dure
the flve weeks is expected to fit the young men
rve as 8econd Lieutenants, Army officers regard
t vstatiishment of the camps as the greatest for-
b steps in the policy of national preparedness since
establl=hment of the General Staff in the regu-
I rmy
‘he windents attending the campe have the same
statue as undergraduates at West Point, al-

Hothey pay their own board, whichramounts to

a4 week, and purchase thelr own uniforms, The
W Depoartment furnishes riftes and all other mili-

® =

4 week hefore the opening of the Plattshurg

¢ i large foree of regular troops was on the
. reparing it for the use of the students. They
W n eharge of Capt. R, O, Van Horn of the Thir-
b nfantry, stationed at the Plattahurg barracks.
( Vien Horn is acting as  commander of the
L 14t camp.
g 1o the fact that there are over 600 students
Ir up Cagt, Van Horn was able to form them into
& o with himself in command with the rank
J v, The battalion iz made up of four com-
L' With 1530 men to a company. This Is what 18

war strength, and the officers In charge

>

Instruction in trench digging and fighting.

Soldier students at mess,

glven three times, at periods ahout ten day
Fvery after: noretreat eld at 5, %

ceded by guard mount a half hour «

Soms f the reguiar army otticers who had only
served with troons of the N Wer irprl
g wdhva wde by th ! n?ie

order iring th ut 1t

thr ia t * lent 1 ey oot
mentals amd were able to execute the oor

e L mManner as ta o t commendation
Meers, It l ty to master probler
thut charicterizos st nt cnmps thronghout and
eniables the stiddents to “F IMu pround in
Hve weeks allowed for training

The first week of the camp g resareded
the hardest and most uninteresti { the 1l
ginning the gecond week the w WwWill

viaried aml the students will begin to get
tering the detalls of extended order the stn
tallon wil his ready fop suome & nple
MANMEIVTes

The first day in camp.

regard themselves as particularly lucky to be able to organize
the men in this manner, because the opportunities for pric-
tical work will be all the greater,

In command of ench company is a First Lieutenant of the
who ranks as Captain,
there is nlso a Second Lleutenant of thi
third commissioned officer 18 a student who has had special
training in a milltary college and who has attended previons
camps of this Kind,

All the non-commissioned officors, from the top sergeant
down to the lowest corporal, are drawn from the ranks of the
It 1s planned, If possible, to have all
the men In the camp act a8 non-commissioned officers some
time during its duration,

The tents provided for the students are of the pyramidal
type, and gix men are quartersd in g
piped throughout
caution has been

For the fAirst day or two the company formations presented
i queer sight, for many of the students had not procured
nniforms, while many others appeared in dress part military
clothier had estab-
lished headguarters at the camp, and in a few days all the
students appeared in the neat
the Wur Department,

tleg i physical examinat
A sevcond examination

regular army, the condition of virtually all the

regular army, khakl uniform preseribed hy
Thiz uniform is similar in every re
spect to that worn by the men in the army save that the hat
card, the color of which indicates the branch of service
distinetive from anvthing ever before preseribed,
hat cord I8 red, white and blue.

On the morning of the second day of camp regular work
time to tumble aut of their cots

H:30 in the various

arms was taneht
wias sulso held and
instructed how to make up thejr cots
From then on the

students themselves,

and to dress the men were assembled at
company strectg and put through ten minutes of st calis.
For the final spurt the men were required to do
ten dips, and this exercise has bren gradually inereased until
twenty-five dips.
On the first day of the regular work the men were put
through what is known as the school of the soldier.

The camp has with sciaresly
with running
tnken to safeguard its sanitary
The camp itself is In an ideal location, pitched as it is on

the very shore of Lake Champlain,

BUPReOns ilso gav
cinations during the This is glven
all the gtudents who desire it, and practically all topk ad- educationnl fnstitutions of New Jersey

the opportunity, 25t he and the New England Stutes,

The companiesa will procesd from
from the eamp and w } natructed {n pro
lems of patrolling, advancs nd rear gunrd
f the regular tr 5 W ot 1t I
ok ammunition w b { for t
realdisim
The third week these ems Wil ha dncreasel
noditheulty and extent untid they pesembleo those ar
vd by ne in i real battle, The last week =pent in tho rs
“t the ar camp will be given over t lee pract
compi il wlents who attaln the pequired CREO W
mprovenns nt o in bandges showing that they have oalitied
Cen remrd shooters or marksmen, and som
wredt the grade of expert ritlemen,
wir of During the fifth week will Le held tha
mareh, the tfinal test of efMelency and the 3y
and application of all that has been ta ht in
n preceding werks,
Werle Intrenchinge tools will he carr«? and t)
iar will e instructed In that all fmportant
, une modern warfars, trench digeing and the form
until the homb proof shelters Viarious problems of
maorning n- prve, attack and defenc \ ¢ taken u
Fractically every colleg and universit
Vil York clty and State has Ita represontaliy
free of churge to camp, The other students are drawn chilefly

A T TR TR T

ird [hiese men are on gunrd throwe) .v*

he nieht and walk post for two hours and th

real campnigning After o day or two spent (n mas

» Pennsylvanta



